
 

 

 
 
 
Quatuor Mosaïques 
 
 

The Quatuor Mosaïques brings together three Austrian violinists, Erich Höbarth, Andrea 
Bischof, and Anita Mitterer, and French cellist Christophe Coin. Thirty years ago, while 
performing with Nikolaus Harnoncourt's Concentus Musicus, where the four artists first met, 
they came up with the idea of combining their experience with historical instruments while 
continuing the great European tradition of the string quartet, particularly that of the legendary 
Végh Quartet, of which Erich Höbarth was a member for three years. In their opinion, the 
ultimate goal of any interpretation is to reveal the inner and spiritual richness of the music. “In 
a mosaic, every element is carefully thought out, and at the same time, the eye can only take 
in the entire picture from the ideal distance. The same applies to music: you have to work on 
the details and at the same time keep an eye on the whole work.” (Christophe Coin) 
 
The Quatuor Mosaïques is considered one of the greatest string quartets of our time. This is 
evidenced by its numerous award-winning recordings, including the prestigious Gramophone 
Award, which it has received several times for its Haydn recordings.  
 
In addition to the cycle of four concerts per year that has been held for over twenty years in 
the Mozart Hall of the Vienna Konzerthaus (where this box set was recorded), the Quatuor 
Mosaïques regularly performs in major European concert halls (Wigmore Hall in London, 
Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, Philharmonie in Berlin, Cité de la musique and Théâtre des 
Champs-Élysées in Paris...) and regularly tours Japan and the United States. The Quatuor 
Mosaïques is mainly dedicated to the great composers of the Viennese Classical period, but 
also seeks to promote lesser-known masters (Pleyel, Monn, Werner, Tomasini, 
Albrechtsberger, Wölfl) and French composers who have not yet received sufficient attention 
(Boëly, Jadin, Baillot, Gounod, Félicien David). Its repertoire extends further and further into 
the Romantic period and to the historical limits of the use of gut strings (Debussy, Bartók).  
 
The four members of the quartet enjoy playing instruments made by the same luthier and 
preferably preserved in their original condition, as evidenced by their recordings of Jadin 
quartets on instruments by Lambert (Paris 1750), Wölfl on instruments by Geissenhof (Vienna 
1790), and Arriaga on the Stradivari quartet of the Spanish Crown. 
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